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Franks shake-up
for ‘spy’ machine

By GEORGE JONES, Pulitical Correspondent
RS THATCHIR is ready

to @ new allempt to heal the

)\

to  implement  major rift between Downing Strect !
chanzes o! e top of Britain's 2 the Foreian Office—som»

ohservers  believe  they  will
amount to the most significant
shakeun of the Joint ntelli-
genre Committee for 40 yegrs,

The commitice’'s prime res-

intellizence  machinery  put
forward by the Franks Beport
on the eveats leading up to
the Patklands invasion,

She is expecied {o announce

on Tuesday at the start of a
two-day Commons debate on the
repmt, that she has accepted
the Franks commiltee sugges-
tion that there <hould he 2
review of the Government's
joint intelligence apparatns,

pansibility is alerting ministers
to possible crises.

Mrs Thatcher's swilt re.ngni-e
to Franks is designed to {1«
the hcat out of the exy:,:q
Labour attack. Opposting
leaders have been combing ¢

with the Foreign Oifice losing
the chairmanship of the Joint
Intelligence Committee.

Lourd Franks asd his team
of senior Privy  Councillors
suggested that the committee,
.at present chaired by a deputy
Under-Secretary in the Foreign
Office, should have a full-time
chairman “ with a more criti-
cal and independent role” who
would be appointed by the
Prime  Minister from within
the Cabinet Office.

report for instances of wh. o

the Government machine by,\o

dows, and plan to accy.p LI

Thatcher of hoth lack of iy, e

and professionalism in do)y, 'y

with the threat of invasigy =~ |
Mr Foot remains con

PRI}
LR R

. & that the report inta
Government | sourees  indi- }_‘ollapse of C;g)irlet gg?ilztw y
cated last night that Mrs nder Mrs Thatcher, pa.-
Thatcher would accept this Jarly with the disclo’cu?:
suggestion, though she was ypo” Cabinet's Defence ¢
not - necessarily expected o iyee” poctnoned a Ay
announce the name of a new T TR i ands ,\C.‘““"Z
chairman during the Commons months d'i)ring fhe b‘.- '
debate, . period in the runup 831>
The Franks report—which erisis, o

exonerated Mrs Thatcher from
-any blame for, tile.jr[l\"zlz;;ion——
found the joint intelligence oonon thro ST
machinery “toe passive in oper- ?’arliav1i¥n1t, hwhlil{{:{}? cot1h¥p1 L
ation o respond quickly and mainfaining a g‘arriqgh(
critically to a rapidly changing palkiands — until I,:xh? k.
sitiation  which demanded The costs of the Fallg -
urgent attention.” replacing lost ships g
Despite  Government  efforts taining the garrisop,
to play dewn the significance

put at around £3 -
of the chinges—-probably due 1985 86.

Ministers now belieyo

will have to defend tho gt
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